
CITY OF NEWPORT 
HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 14, 2022 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
A regular meeting of the Newport Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) was held at City 
Hall on December 14, 2022. 
 
Call to order 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Sumner at 5:00 P.M. 
 
Roll call 
 
The following members were present:  Bill Sumner, Fred Leimbek, and Penny Duff.  Members 
Jo Bailey and Bev Bartl were absent. 
 
Robert Vogel (preservation planning consultant), Kevin Chapdelaine (city council liaison), and 
Joe Hatch (city administrator) were also present. 
 
Secretary’s report 
 
The draft minutes of the October 12, 2022 regular meeting were reviewed and unanimously 
approved. 
 
Display case  
 
There was discussion of the HPC display case outside the council chambers. 
 
Heritage tourism 
 
Consultant Vogel shared the following list of major heritage tourism attractions in the city: 
 

• Inyan-sa (“Red Rock”); sacred boulder venerated by indigenous people; located on the 
grounds of Newport United Methodist Church; private property (UMC).   

 
• Kaposia Mission Building (“Kavanaugh Log Cabin”); log blockhouse built in 1840 to 

serve the Mdewakanton Indian community at Kaposia;  located on the grounds of 
Newport United Methodist Church; believed to be the oldest wooden building in 
Minnesota; private property (UMC). 

 
• Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Switching Tower (“Train Tower”); restored 

railroad switching tower built in 1904;located behind old village hall at 600 7th Avenue; 
public property (city). 
 



• Newport Village Hall;600 7th Avenue;  built in 1914, housed municipal government 
offices until 1980; operated as museum by the Newport model railroad club; public 
property (city). 
 

• Newport Library & Community Center; 401 7th Avenue; former Newport Baptist Church, 
built in 1860, converted to public library in 1897; public property (city). 
 

• Red Rock Cemetery; off Cemetery Road; rural burial ground in use from 1868 until 
1982; traditional gravestone art and viewshed; public property (city).   
 

• Grove Street Overlook; west end of 10th Street on Mississippi River; landscaped 
riverfront park built in 1939 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA); public 
property (city). 
 

• Oliver Street Overlook; west end of 12th Street on Mississippi River;  rustic stone wall 
built in 1939 by the WPA in 1939; public property (city).   
 

• Riverwood Boulevard Overlook; west end of Park Place on Mississippi River; rustic 
stone wall built in 1939 by the WPA; public property (city).  
 

• Main Stret Landing; west end of 6th Street on Mississippi River; site of original Newport 
steamboat landing (1857) and Diamond Jo Line grain warehouse; public property (city). 
 

• J. V. Bailey House (Bailey Nurseries); 1325 Bailey Road; residence of J. V. Bailey, 
founder of Bailey Nurseries (1905), converted to offices; private property (Bailey 
Nurseries). 
 

There was general agreement that these eleven historic properties represented Newport’s most 
important resources for developing tourism due to their historical significance, public 
accessibility, and aesthetic values.  Discussion focused on how to promote these attractions to 
Newport residents and visitors.   
 
2023 annual meeting plans 
 
Commission members discussed the program for the 2023 annual meeting, which is scheduled 
for February 8, 2023.  Consultant Vogel briefly summarized the commission’s annual meeting 
traditions and reminded the commissioners that while the agenda for the “business” portion of 
the meeting was required to follow the HPC rules of procedure, the members were free to 
explore alternatives.  The consensus was to present an informal workshop on the topic of 
heritage tourism as part of annual meeting program and to extend invitations to city staff, council 
members, other advisory boards and commissions, the chamber of commerce, and other 
community organizations.   Members also agreed to consider making an annual written report to 
the mayor and city council during Preservation Month in May, 2023.   



 
Council update 
 
Councilman Chapdelaine provided a brief verbal report on recent city activities. Chairperson 
Sumner was congratulated on his election to the city council and is expected to return next year 
as the council liaison.  Joseph Hatch was introduced as the new city administrator.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Robert C. Vogel 
Preservation Planning Consultant 
 

 


